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ciple, and as incapable of founding any historical progress as an equation 
of mechanics is of explaining the origin of species. 

This uncertainty as to the point of view gives the book a rather mystical 
tone. The empirical certainty of the facts seems to vary inversely as the 
definiteness of the theory. Socrates is first an empirical fact needing ex- 
planation ; but the Socrates of the theory, or at least his self-hood, was 
present before his birth and after his death (pp. 37 f.). The Christ of the 
theory is more than the individual character of history (p. 59); yet he died at 
Jerusalem (p. 67). He was under the same spell of contradiction as that 
which bound his countrymen (pp. 74f.); yet he is the world-reason, the re- 
vealed ideal (p. 59). This part of history takes on the appearance of a 
transcendental drama, while empirical facts become merely shimmering 
symbols of it. On the other hand, when modern life is examined, the fact 
stands out, and the theory retires toward indefiniteness. There is now less 
about the contradiction than about the reconciliation of opposites, and cer- 
tainly no commanding interpretation is offered. 

But this semi-mystical, semi-dialectical tone proves to be, after all, 
richly suggestive. The author has a veritable genius for analogy. The 
result is symbolism, paradox, and occasional obscurity, but in the main 
llumination, even where conviction halts. 

George A. Coe. 

Practical Idealism. By William Dewitt Hyde, President of Bowdoin 

College. New York, The Macmillan Company ; London, Macmillan & 

Co., 1897.— pp. xi, 335. 

This book might perhaps be entitled " The Statement and Application of 
Idealism." The author sets forth in a simple and popular fashion the car- 
dinal doctrine of idealism, that the world in which we live and find our- 
selves at home is a world which thought has built up. And he pauses (es- 
pecially in the later chapters of the volume) to show also how the principles 
of philosophical idealism can be applied to the various problems of modern 
life. The practical aim of the book, the author informs us, ' ' precludes 
the discussion of ultimate metaphysical problems, and confines it to those 
concrete aspects of philosophy which lie closest to the common concerns 
of men" (p. vi). 

The work falls into two main divisions, dealing respectively with ' The 
Natural World, ' and ' The Spiritual World. ' Under the former heading, we 
find chapters tracing the procedure of intelligence in constructing the va- 
rious worlds of sense-perception, of association, of science, and of art. 
' The Spiritual World ' includes the world of persons, the world of institu- 
tions, the world of morality, and the world of religion. 

President Hyde's discussions are throughout vigorous and interesting. 
He quotes extensively though not indiscriminately. His pages are ad- 
dressed to the practical man of affairs, rather than to the student of phil- 
soophy who ' sits apart ' in academic seclusion. But the author discusses 
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practical affairs — problems of education and religion, as well as questions 
connected with the social and political conditions of the present day — from 
a philosophical standpoint. Indeed, the book illustrates the close and liv- 
ing connection which exists between philosophy and the most concrete and 
practical matters of human life. The following quotation may be regarded 
as typical of the more practical discussions of the book : "The province 
of the school is to show the child that the same reason and law and love 
that animate the home also rule the universe. Instead of being a foreign 
and unexplored country, peopled perchance by superstition with fantastic 
shapes and hostile powers, the world of nature and humanity, through the 
interpretation given in the school, becomes familiar, friendly, homelike, and 
endeared. The school is established to make the child at home in this 
large world of men and things ; the master of its forces, the minister of its 
laws, the possessor of its treasures, the sharer of its joys" (p. 176). 

J. E. C. 

Die Philosophic der Geschichte ah Sociologie. Von Dr. Paul Barth, 
Privatdocenten an der Universitat zu Leipzig. Erster Teil : Einleitung 
und kritische Uebersicht. Leipzig, O. R. Reisland, 1897. — pp. xvi, 396. 
The present volume is only the introduction to a comprehensive work in 
which the author is to expound the philosophy of history as the true sub- 
ject-matter of sociology. It is a vain wish (p. iv) that the work will not be 
too philosophical for historians, nor too historical for philosophers. The 
philosophical predilections of the author are but too evident, and the stu- 
dent of history will easily discover weak points in the argument. This in- 
troductory volume, however, may be considered in this Review from the 
philosophical standpoint alone. 

The author's conception of the philosophy of history is very briefly stated 
in §2. As the philosophy of nature (Naturphilosophie) uses the results of 
particular sciences to form more general conceptions, e. g. , the conception 
of the cell, so the philosophy of history seeks to bring different types of 
societies and of social phenomena under more general conceptions. In this 
task, it certainly coincides with the descriptive part of sociology, and the 
name is not an all important matter. Even when the author uses a little 
broader definition of his theme, and seeks a general scheme of the historical 
development of the race (III, ii), although he is on more doubtful ground, 
nevertheless his purpose and his method are not new to sociology. 

In brief, the purpose of the present volume — the critical introduction — is 
to examine the different sociological systems, and the different standpoints 
for the study of history. Sociologists, we are told, have almost entirely 
neglected the forms of man's spiritual (geistige) activity in the past. His- 
tory, as a whole, has been considered from different standpoints in a very 
one-sided manner. It remains for the author to unite the results which 
have been reached by workers in both directions into a more comprehensive 
system. This system is very briefly outlined in the last fifteen pages of the 



